THE   DOGMAS  OF   AUTHORITARIANISM
and leading inevitably to the disappearance of all that might
still preserve France as a country fit for gentlemen of the ancien
regime. The Ultra Press, in particular La Quotidienne and Le
Drapeau blanc, denounced in almost unbelievable terms every
minister who, however Conservative, might be described as
attempting a policy of conciliation : Decazes, Louis XVIII.'s
favourite minister, was hounded out of office for " Liberalism "
and accused of virtual complicity, at least of moral responsibility,
for the murder of the Due de Berry, the King's heir, after having
been described as a " fount of corruption, as the head of a
ministry that demanded, for its favour, proofs of treason and
impiety." What^ was said of Decazes was no less said of the
Due de Richelieu, who succeeded him. He " deliberately
deceived " the Royalists who innocently trusted in him.1 A
few years later Martignac's desperate attempt to find some
way of escape that would save Charles X. from the follies of
his wilder counsellors was described as stupid and cowardly,
and of course treasonable.
Villele it was, however, for whom the Ultras reserved their
choicest vituperation, at least after the departure of Decazes,
perhaps because he had become persuaded of the need for
some measure of moderation after a phase of " Ultraism." He
was " violent, incapable, subversive, a disturber of interests,
an irritator of consciences, who treated as enemies glory,
freedom and virtue, He had turned France into a disgraceful
bazaar where consciences were up for auction, death being the
only possible penalty for the Premier.'' His rule was a national
disgrace. In fact, u the sufferings of true Royalists during this
era of crime and corruption could be made bearable only by
the contemplation of what Christ endured on the Cross "—so
wrote in the Drapeau Wane Martainville, whom Thureau-
Dangin describes as a buffoon, the champion of hail-fellow-
well-met diners-out, loaded with debts, unscrupulous both in
his pleasures and in financial expedients.2 The attitude of
the Ultras indicates, in fact, one of the chief results of the
Revolution in French politics, a result already referred to in our
1 Quoted by Thureau»Dengin, op. tit*, pp. 200-220.
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